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By TED RUSHTON

If I were taking bets I would
give slight odds that Orillia will
be successful in its bid to annex
3,000 acres of Orillia Township.

The hearing ended Friday with
Ee Ontario Municipal Board

embers promising a decision
within weeks. Based on this and
a few off-hand comments made
by the OMB members seeming
to favor the town, it would seem
they would approve some an-
nexation, even if the town’s pro-
posed area is enlarged or cut.

The case presented for Orillia
stated the town was the logical
centre of this urban area, and
needed land for continued de-
velopment. The township coun=
sel agreed with this position,

but said the town application
was hasty and ill-conceived and
not taking into effect any plan
for the entire area.

In effect, the Municipal Board
members seem to have agreed
in principle with Orillia’s posi-
tion, saying the annexation con-
sideration was for the present,
and not some nebulous future
date.

By the time the dust settles
over the battle-royale, and each
side adds up its cost, everyone
will likely be more ' amenable
to calm and reasonable discus-
sions as to future growth and
planning for the area. We can

hope that local municipal of- .

ficials will realize the futility of
local in-fighting, and a new spir-
it of endeavour will be one ad-

ditional benefit from the hear -

ings.

A lot of ‘dirty laundry’ was
aired at the hearing, both on the
side of the town and township.
One of the proposed sites for
the new university was reveal-
ed prematurely, and the ques-
tionable financing within the
OWLP was brought out in pub-
lic view.

One of the sorest points for
Orillia officials were the refer-
ences to the ‘‘slum’” area in
the south ward of the town, and
suggestions for urban renewal
projects in this region.

A surprising feature of the
hearings was the small number
of people who put forth any pri-
vate objections to annexation. At
som e annex ation-hearings




